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Bnsiness Nolices.

Do You Waxnt ax Acovext Porioy 1—Write
r;ﬂ_n Travaraus Ivsumasce l':\-unu. llq*'l'!l_r_u._l_an.
Barcneror's Hair Dye is the best in the

:'-rl_‘.._‘l_'!.f:-uh ln_ungihm:la:l It antat oGy Hair Dye Atall drggists,
Dr. B, Fraxx Paimer—Patent Agns and
Em‘ 1,800 Chestnnt-st. Phiinde/jrlis ; W3 Gireesat. Hosbon

Bravsspour & Murz have removed their
ll;r.:ruuui of frst-olnse Usnbilues Foraitgre. Draperies, ke, froun 155
Rivisgton-st to their new and elogaat baildlogs, 43J and 455 Sevouil-
ave., uear Thirty-fourth-st.

sHmts, Corrans, Coyrrs, AND DRAWERS
made bo onder and warranted,
Luclose stygup for Cireglar,
-l'\iuI Avans k Co., 617 Broalwar.
SAraToGA Srrivas, N. Y,

Bromaion Ereise Wares (s uusurpissed by any of the waters of
b world resowned waterng place, holh as o remedial ageut and s &
l’w*lwl‘u; peverage.  Sold at whelcsale by Wairart, Tarrs & Co, Na
T College-plaer, New-York, and rotalled by Sret-clans druggists throaga-
out tbe couuLy,

AUCTION SALE,
Baroarxs ix Fiam Gorn Jewernr,
Waronrs, fovn Binvamwann, Orena Goasses, &o.
Gro. O, Avcas, 841 Droapwar,,
B ronsequence of waking o chabge lo by bosineas will sell of Lis entire
#50ck Ml AR, Commenein,
) Moxpay, Mar 18, a1 10 o'rlock . m.
Gold Btem W indimg Walches for Ladies sod Geatlemen,
Diamoed asd Buvmelsd Watrlies,
Independent ¥ilib-Second W aichen,
Ameriean Watches—Gukl xnd Sliver.
Every watch marmaated,
Exs-tings snl Pine Comeo, Eirawenn, Garoet,
Uaral, Ours, Jet. &e., Shawi Fim,

.
Cumen, Pearl, Gurpet, Enarrnid, Chased snd Plain Rines,
Wateh Cbnits, Lockets, Nock lacen, Gukd Poss und Pescls,
Eulld Silver Wage,
Spoons, Forks, Napkin Hiags, Pie Knlres,
Ladies. Ssgar snd Praerie $poone, Goblets, k

N
Jums K. Fuunon, Auetlineer,

IxvestveNT Bowps.

The Nomrumny Paciric Banoas 730 Fimsr Mowroace Govp
Dowos, whick we rocommend a1 8 problable apd well-secnrel [nvastment,
Bear 7 310 por eent golkd latormt, asd kave the followisg elements of se-
sy, via:

1. Ther are the oblipation of & stroag corpora‘lon,

2. They are a First Mortgage on Lie Roal, it Eguipments, Rights,
sad Pranchives

4 They wre s frwl Ten on it Net Baraings

& There b pledgel, lu sddition, for the payment of principal and In.
Cerent, s Land Grant of 12600 acres per mile throogh the States, and
23,500 peres per mile irongh the Territories traversed. The Company
s already estithed to sesrly Ton Milllon scses of Ll Grast, and [t Land
Bales thus far bave realiosrd $5 66 per nore,

With neasly 00 miles of the road completsd xnd in operstion, the
sarnings for 1673 will be large.

All marketable stocks and buada are recelved la exchange for Nortbers
Puclics oo wost laverable lerus Jar Cooxn k Co,,

Ko, 20 Wallst., New-York

Baswing Horsm or Frox & Faron,
Yo & Nasavor., New Youx, May 11, 1678

The present Ligh price of Government Seen-
plties 1 increasing the demand for Erat-clasy Ballrond Bouds, and It s
a0t ressonable to suppose thatl the present difference of from TWRNTY
o TMIRTT por cenl can ba obtained for any great leagib of Lme

We are recommevding for Exclisoges or for sew lovestments—

The Cumsarnaxs AxD Omto Syvex Pen Cxxr Monrasax Boxos,
toterest payabin Jasvary wnd July, principal and isterest payable in
goid, in New-Tork City.

Only $3,000,000 of these bonds will be offersd for sale st presest.
Price O and sccraed Interest.

Ther are amply secored, and & very desirable [ovestmect. The
proceed will Le nsed In addiag largely to the prosest equipwect, asd
In extending the lize from i presest Lde water termisos af Blebmond
o deep water oo the Chesapeake Bay, where the largost stoamens in the
world can load and nalosd slongilde the tare

Alse, the Cumsarmaxe axp Omio 8ix Pun Csyv Doxos, interest
gagable May and November; these honls are {ned 1o desominations
of $100, $%00, and B1,000, Price 58 and scerned untoreat. The road,
0 miles ln letgth, bs now completed, aud the business oflering o very
large, aod Ineressing gslly.

We bave just published s pamphiet giving s (o)l deseription of the
Qtesspoake aad Oblo Ballroad and |te advantages, snd particulsr lufor
mation concernlag the agricaltaral, misers!, and wockanics! resources |
fhe remarkable coal and tron deposits; sad e opportanitios for settle-
saeal, Isveatment, ssd the employsut of capital aud labar I various
Qadugiries wlong ite route, coples of which may be bad, free of charge,
apaa spplication ls person or by mall

Ao, the Waaruw Paciro Six Pas Cums ot the markel prica,
which i to-day 96, fuk. Thews bouda are of §1,000 each ; laterest pars-
bie Jusmary asd July, This road haviag bees consohdated wilh the
great Cwwraar Pacomo, ibe paymest of e boods, priscipsl and lo-
fevest, ls assumed by them.

W o doal Is sut and Centenl Pacio Bonds, receive
depoutia on which we allow Iaterest, muke collactions, axsouts orlers st
e Block Hachange for cash, sad conduct a graeral banklng buslness

Fux k Harom

Vs uﬁ’: ﬁutﬁ:unm —Bix I:lkﬂpmmnn
Fend w, b L dous am lmigv damoy
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Advertining Hates, g
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THR TRIBUNE I¥ E0ROFE.—An office for Trinuxe Ad-
vertinemonts and Knlmrlrlhln! is now open in London,
No. 84 Fleet-st, B €. Al Eazstish and Continental ad-
vortisementa intended for insertion i Tur NEw-Yoni
Trumese should be sent direct to the London Office.
subseriptions for any perfod will be recoived ut the
sawe office, and singlo coples of the paper way always

e obraimed,
Address Tus New-Yorx TRIRUNE,
b Floet-sl., E, C., London,
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A hundred additionnl fallures have been aunounced
up the Vienua Bourse.

The Assembly Committea presented an jmportant re-
port on ¢he Erle rovolution, === Beuntor Canserly de-
elines his back pay.

Michae! Nixou was hanged. == Willlam M. Tweed
pleaded not gullty to the new indictments, === Extin-
sive improvements are making st Long Branoh, se=
Additlonsl nominations were sent to the Board of Alder-
men, == The projectod conversion of Bellevoe Hos-
pital into & prison Is opposed by surgeons, === Gold,
‘1173, 117, 118, === Thermometer, 6%, 06°, 65°.§

The demand for the remarkably fine map of New
New-York printed in yesterday's TRIBUNE eom-
vletely exhausted the edition at an early hour,
and many mare thousands might have been sold
if we had been able to furnish them. A fresh
supply is veady this morning, which will, we hope,
be sufiicient to meet all demands.

Controller Green has traced on the books of
lis office where the million of dollars stolen
in the opening of streets has gone. The list
of names is a formidable one, and many of
those who figure in it will hardly relish the
renewed notoricty which they will attraet.
Happily, such opportumties for swindling the
city ure not offered by the present system,

b=k

A letter printed on our third page character-
izes Long Branch as the possiblo great water-
ing-place of the fature. There may be (wo
opinions as to the certainty of that dream’s
being realized. DBut there can be but one
concerning the growing greatness of “the
“ “guch” as a4 Summer seaside resort. The
preparations for this year's campuign  are
vast! and the excellent map of the coast
which we give our readers is a vivid illustra-
tion of the marvelous growth of this new
city by tho oceanm.

One of the curions and intricate questions
discussed in the Seeial Science Convention at
Boston, the other day, was the ratio of sex in
erime. The paper read by Dr. Edward Jarvis
is fully summarized in the report which we
prict on the eizhth page of Tur TripUsE to-
day, It will be found an interesting and
valuable contribution to social science, as it
deals carefully and minutely with physieal and
moral conditions, influences herctofore over-
looked, and causes of erime comparatively un-
suspected. As the broad conclusions reached
are vitally important, the premises of the
learned essayist must be reeeived with caution.

The lecture of Prof. Agassiz, which we pub-
lish to-day, ranges over a wider field than
nsnal. The distinction between instinet and
reason is direnssed from the point of view of
phiyeical science, and the conclusion is sug-
gested that all vertebrates have a common
kind of intellect, varying chiefly in degree;
while that possessed by other animals, and
especially thmt of insects, is of an ntterly dif-
feremt charncter. In speaking of the brains
of fishes, there is some citation of facts which
will gave trouble to the believers in phrenol-
ogy. Concerning eggs, there is a curious
statement a8 to hen tmkeys. The lecture
concludes with a brief sketch, abundautly
illustrated, of rome of the strange unimals
that inerease by budding and self-division,

As the Assembly has finally adopted a reso-
lution to adjourn sine dic on the 28d instant,
we may conclude that it is firm in its deter-
mination not to touch the proposed Constitu-
tional amendments, There has been o great
deal of assumption in this business by the
Assembly. It is assumed, for instance, that
the amendments require a great deal of dis-
cussion and revision, and that an extra ses-
gion is needed for that purpose. This is mere
pretense ; there is general acceptance of the
amendments a8 they stand ; any indorsement
of them by the Assembly would be a work of
gupererogation, and the vote it is asked to give
them is only a formality, like the firet reading
of a Lill, necessary to pass them on to the
more carcful consideration of the next Legis-
lature. It ought not to consume a day; and
it will be u great shame if an adjournment is
permitted without it

e ——

The State Senate has somewhers hidden
away on its files the bill of Controller Schroe-
der, lately smuggled in by Senator Murphy,
providing for the easy escape of the ddlinguent
private stockholders who have been misman-
aging the East River Bridge. It is the hope
of the Bridge Ring to pass this bill nnsus-
pected during the closing hours of the session,
If this succeeds and the Governor signs the
mensure, the private stockholders keep all
their paid up stock, are relieved from al
further payments, and at the ensuing election
on June 2 the vote of a single man will suf-
flee to retain in control of a wosk to cost
£10,000,000 of public money, o Directory owning
Jointly only $250,000, which has already spent
£5,000,000 in partly building towers and founda-
tions that wers to have cost less than §3,000,000
when finished. Ts it necessary to do wmors

than expose to tho Legisluture the conse-

| g (]

Aceording to position in the paper. |

qnences which this Bill inflicts on New-York
and Brooklyn in order to defeat its objects 1
————

Assemblyman MeGuire does not cut & very
ereditable figure in his controversy with Mr,
Ezra Cornell about the College Laud Serip.
When he made his first attack, his apparent
object was to defeat the bill providing for »
settlement Between the State and Mr. Cornell,
When a resolation of inguiry afterwards came
up in the Assembiy, e defeated action thereon
by raising a technical objection. Yesterday,
replying to the comments of the newspapers,
he denied that he had charged that there had
boen any violation of the laws of Congress,
There is & concurrenco of testimony that Mr.
MeGinire did say that the Legislature had in-
validated the original grant by a violation of
the law; and that he also said it was now
pro to make n new breach by allowing
Mr. Cornell to exchange the securitics required
by law for others which are worthless, All
this is outsile the main question which
is involved in Mr. Cornell's management of
the College Land Serip business ; but it does
not argue well for the accuser that lie is obliged
to shift his gronnd so early.

THE OLD AND THE NEW TRIBUNE
BUILDINGS.

Weo begin to-day the demolition of that
historic building in which Tne Trmuse has
grown and prospered through so many years.
1t is not without a feeling of regret that the
firat blow of the hammer is struck af an edi-
fice around which oluster such cherished asso-
cintions a8 those swhich will always make the
corner of Sprice and Nassau-sts. haunted
ground for the student of moral and social
progress i America.  Dut the demands of
time and development are imperative. ToE
Twisuse has outgrown its cradle, and re-
quires a home more in harmony with its
wider plans and greater influence, The baild-
ing from which Horace Greeley for a quarter
of # century led the free thought of the
country will be long remembered. The room in
which he labored has been kept sacred since
his death. No lesser presence has ever broken
the spell his memory left there. And now
that we are about to erect on the old site the
largest and most imposing newspaper office in
the world, the controlling thought of the pro-
prictors of Tue Trinuxe is, that here is bis
true monument, The great journal whicl he
founded, animated by his spirit and faithful
to his teachings, will, we trust, keep his
memory green in every region upon earth,
and the massive pile, reared upon the scene
of his labors and Lis glory, will speak contin-
nally of him and his work to the millions of
citizens and strangers who shall traverse for
centuries to come the broad avenues of Man-
Lattan Island, aud the noble rivers that wash
it on either hand.

The space we have formerly oceupied being
much too narrow for our uses, we have ac-
quired property on every side of us, until our
front extends upon Printing House Square
over %0 feet, npon  Spruce-street 100
feet, thence morth to  Frankfort-street
165 feet, with a frontage upon that street of
nearly 20 feet. This liberal space is to be
covered with a building nine stories high,
surmounted by a lofty tower, which in beauty
and elegance as well as in bulk will bo the

most considerable business edifice in  the
gonthern part of the island. Some of the
most  eminent  architects  of the day

have competed in furnishing designs for the
building, and the result is one upon which all
who take pride in the avchitectural adornment
of the great metropolis may justly congratu-
late themselves, It will be not only a superb
and artistic monument; it will also be as per-
foct a business house as the skill and  experi-
enee of the most competent builders ean de-
vise. It will be absolutely flre-proof in every
part, and built to last forever. In a few days
we shall publish a detailed statement of our
plans which will more than bear out the an-
nouncement which we make to-day to our
readers and friends.

We vacate at once our present quarters and
move temporarily into the iron building on
Spruce-street adjoining our present oflices.
Those visiting our counting-room on business
will find it in the first building on Spruce-street
below the corner we have so long oceupied.
This entire building will be used by Tne Trin-
vxE during the construction of the portion of
the new edifice fronting upon Printing House
Square. It 18 as spacious and convenient as
our present establishment, and the transfer will
occasion no delay or confusion whatever, Our
contraets are already made for the demolition
of the Lawrence Bank, the office of The Wilness,
and the old Trisuxe Buildings proper, and for
the erection of the new foundations upon the
gite now covered by these strnetures, The
work will be pushed forward during the Som-
mer with the greatest energy, and the appear-
ance of the old corner will be speedily trans-
formed,

Wo print* to-day a gketch of the history of
the venerable pile which is 8o soon to disap-
pear—venerable, though less than forty years
old. For it lhas a record of enough im-
portance to add flavor and dignity to the
recollections of a far older house. It has
been the headquarters of a great army, and
has stood more than one siege, of different
kinds. It has reeeived under its hospitable
roof a varied assembly of trades, and indus-
tries, and traflics. It has given shelter to a
motley throng of teachers and writers, rang-

ing from The Day Dook to The Golden
Age, from the advocates of Slavery
and reaction to those who clamored

for the widest civil and social freedom. Every
creed, every party, every race has had its rep-
resentatives among our tenants. There is
something rather ghostly about the silent and
empty rooms to-day, But we may boast that
there are few buildings, here or elsewhere,
where the proportion of good to evil accom-
plished within their walls, from 1845 to 1878,
is 8o large as that shown by the history of
this modest brick structure, which haa served
ita purpose in the world and now awaits the
blow of the demolisher, in the certainty of a
glorious renewal of life,

REFORM CITY OFFICERS.

The work of filling municipal ofices under
the new Charter goes on smoothly and in a
manner which satisfies the people. The Board
of Aldermen, yesterday, confirmed Messrs.
Joseph L. Perley, Roswell - D, Hateh and
Cornelins Van Cott as  Fire Commis-
gioners, and Mr. Walter W. Adams
a8 Buperintendent of Boildings. The same
netion was taken on the Mayor's nomination
of the thirteen City Marshals, The gratifying
part of this business is that, while the Alder-
men were tenacions as to their own rights and
prerogatives in the premises, they were unable
to make serious objection to the candi-
dates. The protest against the contirma-
tion of Mr. Adams as  Superintendent
of Buildings  waa  doubtless  honestly
iniended; and it gravamen that the cundi-

—— —
date had been mssocinted with Mr. Maegregor'
in the office which that gentleman filled is not
unworthy of consideration. But Mr. Have-
meyer has been so careful in his nominations
that most people will be inclined to look on
the protest in this case a8 unnecessary.

The now nominations are of Wyllis Black-
stone, Thomas B. Tappen, John P. Commings,
and fmith E. Shaw as Conrt-house Commis-
gioners, and Jucoh A, Westervell, Wm. Gard-
ner, and William Budd as Dock Commis-
sioners. These gentlemen aro of good repute,
and unless objections which a first glance at
their names does nob suggest, should arise,
their confirmation seems likely to follow as a
logical sequence of all that have gone before,

WILL THE MAYOR THROW AWAY HIS
OPPORTUNITY R

Mayor Havemeyer stands at the dividing of
ways. The half-formed rmisupwo of the Al-
dermen was abandoned before i was organized;
and the Mayor has to-day the unguestioned
power to give us in the more important
places which yet remain to be filled the very
best officers he is capablo of selecting ont of
this ity of a million souls, 1Is he to abandon
this splendid opportunity in the very hour of
his triumph, and surrender to the ward poli-
ticians just as they are surrendering to bim 1

We are told from day to day that he halts
between the ehoice of Mr. Sheridan Shook or
Mr. Hugh Gardner for Police Commissioner.
Take which horn of this dilemma he may,
the Mayor will commit a grievous blunder,
which all the months of his term will not
afford him opportunities to retrieve, His
wiser alternative is to dizregard the recom-
mendations of both, for neither has good
claims or recognized gualifications for the

office. DBoth are merely politicians, Mr.
Hugh Gardner would never have been
thought of for the position had it not
boen  that he is  Chairman  of the

Repiblican General Committee.  Admit all
his respectability as a gentleman, and still it
is clear that little in his character, and noth-
ing in his education or career, gives him special
fitness fo this position, Mr. Sheridan Shook
also i without peculiar aptitude for the posi-
tion. Neither has anything to recommend
him except position a8 party manager.

It is this very connection with the domi-
nant politieal party which s the chief
disqualification of these two candidates, How-
ever honest the men the Mayor may put at
the head of the Police Department, they can-
not make the foroe the effective crime-pre-
venting and peace-preserving  organization
which our growing magnitude as o metropolis
ench year makes more imperative for
our safety, if they are active, managing pol-
iticians. In spite of them, and even against
their  best intentions, the force will be-
come a mere political machine, IHow
powerful and unserupulous it has been in
the hauds of other parties, Mr, Havemeyer
knows better thun we ecan tell him, How
completely subservient to party purposes it
wonld be in the bands of either of these gen-
tlemen and like assoeiates, Mr. Havemeyer can
surmise as well as we. He has the opportn-
nity to prevent such an unfortunate consnm®
mation. If he does not take advantage of it
now, the police force in all probability will
continue for many years to be subservient to
party influences, and thus have its best strength
wasted. 1f  Mayor Havemeyer, on the
contrary, embraces this  opportunity to
compel true  reform, the chances
are that this gre#k  orgamization will
forever remain as independent of party control
a8 that model foree which governs and gives
security to London. No such an epportunity
to accomplish a great reform can come to
him again.

The sitnation is simple. The people of
New-York demand of Mayor Havemeyer a
Police Board who shall make it their busi-
ness to protect the eity, and not to meddle
in electiong. He is nrged instead to appoint
politicians, whose supporters only want to
get them into the Board to control elections,
No matter which party profits by such work,
the people suffer. Thus far the Mayor has
been on the side of the people. He is to give
answer on Monday to the schemers who urge
hiw now to desert them.

THE WASHINGTON BOARD OF WORKS.

We print this morning another of the
elaborate and convincing letters in which onr
Washington correspondent pursnes his inves-
tigations of the administration of the Board
of Public Works at the Capital. There is
nothing of vague denunciation in these arti-
cles, nothing of malice or personality. Their
evident fairness and candor have already

produced o deep impression upon all
who read them, and they cannot be
refuted by insolence or abuse, They

must be satisfactorily answered in some way.
We have given the Board the freedom of our
columns, and they have used it with such im-
perfect suceess as our readers will remember,
The matter cannot be permitted fo rest as it
is, There 18 snch a general and well-motived
doubt of the entire propriety of the Board's
action that it must be explained and justified
before some tribunal competent to pronounce
a final decision,

Let us recapitulate some of the points al-
roady referred to. In the first piace there is,
so far as we know, not the slightest imputa-
tion upon the integrity and the good faith of
Gov. Cooke, and of several other gentlemen
prominently connected with the District Gov-
ernment. Again, it cannot be denied that the
improvement in the appearance of the City of
Washington has been enormous since the be-
ginning of the present Administration. The
change from the dismal and squalid town of
ten years ago is something which strikes every
visitor—a change which was s desirable as
it is undeniable, But on the other hand, these
are the serious charges made, and not yet dis-
proved, aguinst the Board of Public Works,

1. That these improvements have been made
with a rapidity which involves frightful tax-
ation, almost equivalent to the confiseation of
the houses of men without large independent
resources; 2. That the improvements have
been so managed and shaped as to further
great real estate operations conducted by
the men who have them in charge, rather
than the general interests of the eity;
8. That the plain provisions of statntes
have boen disregarded, both in the awarding
of contracts and in the treatment of coutrnet-
ors afterward ; 4. That much of the work has
been imperfectly done, and at prices outrage-
ously unequal, and in many instances so high
a8 to suggest cither favoritism or corruption
somewhere in the Doard ; and 6. That a lurge
proportion of the expenditure has been made
in contempt of law, and in excess of the
actual appropristions at the disposal of the
Board at the time the expenses were ineurred.

Most of these points have been put forward in
these columns, sustained by facts and speciti-
cotions which have thas lar not been success-

not deaire vietory in this discussion. We
ghould be glad to see all these atatements dis-
proved. Dut we suggest to the Board of
Puble Works that it is inexpedient for them
to waste time in impugning the motives of
their eritics instead of frankly explaining these
unfavorable facts—thgt s, if they aro sus-
ceptible of explanation.

SURE AND SPEEDY.

Onee more the majesty of the Law has as-
gerted itself, and this time it has been with-
out any of those long-drawn delays and petti-
foguing procrastinations which have hardened
the hearts of eriminals into a careleas nudacity
and filled them with hopes quite inconsistent
with the energy, cfficiency, and certainty of
Public Justice. We have been accustomed to
depart a8 far as possible from the old, rnde
notion of trying to-day and banging to-morrow.
After the golemnity of judicial condemnation,
the convict had been tanght by a concurrence
of cases that his chances of life were almost
ag good as before. His lawyer, if le wers
well feed, or even if only  inspired
by  profcssional  enthusiasm, might by
a soceession of appeals and the employ-
ment of a hundred expedients afforded by the
machinery of the law, postpone the inflietion
of the lust penalty, until it seemed to be a
shame to hang one who had been so often re-
spited. In this way, more than one man whose
erime fulfilled all the techuieal conditigns of
homicide, has at last shirked the halter and
passed to the prison, only to become the sub-
jeet of importunate outeries for pardon. The
mischief which thig shiftless and temporizing
method of enforcing statutes has occasioned,
it would be almost impossible to exaggerate.
One of our vileat crimipals boasted
in his own coarse way that ‘“‘hanging
“was played - ont in  New-York.” The
cowardly street assassins always carrying eon-
cealed weapons and always using them npon
the slightest provocation, or none at all save
that of his own wanton cruelty and the help-
lessness of his vietim, cume smilinely to his
arraignment, listened with equanimity to the
evidence, the arguments, and the charge, and
saw the jurors go out, almest sure that they
would not achieve a verdict, and by no meaus
thoronghly disheartened even although they
returned with a verdict of “guilty.” Of this
clags of thoroughly demoralized men, Nixon,
who was executed yesterday, was an example.
He did not believe that he wounld be banged.
If some slight misgivings disturbed his mind
in the solitude of Lis eell, if in his ~vaking
dreams he sometimes saw the last sad scene
or felt with & nervous shudder the halter
tightening about his neck, yet he might rea-
sonably assure himself by thinking that the
dieadful day was uncertain and distant, and
that many in equal peril had escaped it alto-
gether. It was in this way that he prebably
snatehed a few ecasnal moments of serenity.
Nobody willsgrudge him this insignificant con-
golation, for we should be tender of those
whom society is compelled to cast into the
grave. But there is a lesson in the fate of
this unbappy man which should not be, and
which probably will not be, lost upon those
who are like unto him. It may be sum-
marily stated. He killed Daniel Phyfer on
the 5th day of last January. Ie was hanged
for 8o doing on the 16th day of May follow-
ing. Such astonishing celerity in the move-
ments of justice may well appal the assassins
of New-York. To find wot only that banging
is not “ played out,” but that convicls are to
be hanged prpmptly after due conviction, may
render those cautious who are wont to be in-
solently reckless, and may teach many & man
of violenee the diseretion of exercising s rea-
sonable control over his temper.

If Christianity and its great law  of
brotherhood forbid wus to hang, let us
hang no longer; but in the name of the eter-
nal veracities which are the foundation of all
jurisprudence, civil as well as criminal, let us
pot leave the weapons which we affeet to em-

throngh disuse! If our laws are bad, let us
reform them. But let us not leave erine un-
punished and rampant, becanse we cannot
punish it our way. Let us not render our
judges mere scareerows, our jurers only pup-
pets, our seaflolds cobwebbed specimens of
the antique, and our hangmen simply men of
straw! For this is to bring all law into shame
and to prepare the way for anarchy—this is to

socinl peace—this is to 1isk the substanece of
civilization while relying altogether upon those
gocial virtues which that substance can aloue
promote and preserve,

ERIE AFFAIRS IN 1THE LEGISLATURE.

The report of the Legislative Commitice of
Investigation of Erie Railway affairs, herewith
printed in full, is not s document of marked
ability, Perhaps, if it bad been eharzeterized
by more clevation of tone, it might have in-
apired more confidence. But its decided bias
is apparent from the bitterncss and rode vigor
of its language, T'he three points which were
referred to the Committee were theae: Was
the 1873 dividend earned by the road? Were
improper influences and expenditures used to
procure the revolution of 18727 Has money
been used by the Erie managers or sgents to
sceure legislation 1

The Committee find themselves nvable to
arrive at any satisfactory opinion as to whethor
the February dividend was due the stock-
holders from the net earnings of the road,
though they incline to accept Mr. Watson’s
belief that it was, and regard it as mainly a
question of bookkeeping., The resommends-
tion that special legislation on the salject is
to be deprecated will meet with hearty ap-
proval, and the passing tribute to the ability
and integrity of President Watson is abund-
antly deserved by that excotdingly capable
and conscientions officer,

When the Committee reach the case of At-
torney-General Barlow, their report takes on
a complexion of partisanship whieh is out of
place. Tue Trisuxe has already said that
Mr. Shearman’s case against the Attorney-
General was not sustained; but the establish-
ment of that opinion by the Committee hardly
warrants the use of such sharp language as
that employed in this part of the report. Owe
would snppose that the Attorney-General were
speaking through the Committes. It is also
apparent that the Committes, while laying
great stress on the failure of Mr, Shearman's
charges ngainst Mr. Barlow, prefer to touch
very lightly on the facts which connect the
Attorney-General with acknowledged opera-
tions to influcnce logislative action in 1872,
When wo say that the report fully exonerates
ex-Speaker Smith in the matter of acoept-
ing improper advances, we have said enough
to show the biss of the Committee.
The whole story of the eoup d'dtal, ns told in
the report, is & vigorous pisee of writing, and
deliberatoly reopens the diseussion as to who
i# to be creditod with that brilliant  stroke.
‘T'he sirictures made on the puablic serviee,

fully met. So lar 03 wo are concerned. we do

apropos of Uen, Sickles's share in the trana-

ploy to grow rusty and to become ridiculous:

gurrender all the safeguards of order and of]

“will display sense and modesty

{ us go to the bottom of all

action, are not impertinent; but they
come with botter grace from n purér
When the Committes come down
question of neing money in the Le
thei vision hecomes. decidedly blared, o
npshot of it is that the Erie Railway iy py
the only corporation which employs |
influences in the Legislature, Tndeed, i i
urged that Jay Gonld's operations wers eon.
ﬂned ol;ir-.!!; to carrying elections, not 4
reconciling” legislators, But the Commiti
denounce lobbying in  the abstract ; and,
though they eanmot, traco any eorruptioy
in fthe Legistature, they are indignunt
the boldness with which the railroad
“flaunts its ill-gotten gains in the fase of
“our legislators.” As though there conl be
a bribing loLlby and no bribed logialatnrg)
Bnt the practical suggestion whieh fy)),
this chaotic conclusion commends itssif 1, ;
good sense of every man. Tb is ugeg that
special legislation i3 the busiy of ol
such corruption. When we haye gen-
ernl laws fixing the vurions pow
duties, and gelations of  thess &
corporations, they will have no orcasional g,
mands on the Legislature; and temptation y
use money corruplly will be removed. The
other immediately practioal recommenilatioe
of the Committee arc sound. There nught 4
be legislation regulating the leasing of oy
nectiog railway lines, and prohibiting the v
tual eonsolidation of parallel competing Iiney
under leases. It will be seen, then, g
the report of the Committer, cxopt o
far as it gives a remedy for oy
evils not immediately committed to their ey
sideration, is rather inconolusive, Though i
late for mtelligent conmderation, thulr schegy
of law regulating leases is o step in the righ
direction. But of all the matters really
ferred to the Committee we hear, ded
very little,. These points are all -.'In«un.i
with varying ability and vigor; but e
clusions are avoided. Perhaps the people g

.

be none the less ready to draw them.
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PUBLIC SCHOOI, REFORMA

The present is a critical tine with (hy
public schools, not only of New-York by
Brooklyn and some of the subnroan towns of
the Metropolis. Reorganization in both the
cities named threatens for o time ot least
detract from the efficiency of the schools, for,
unfortunately, in such motters new brooms
do not sweep clean, and the inexperionce of
new Trusteea and Commissioners affecta in
jurionsly the management of the Supenp
tendent, principals, teachiers, and, indeed, ol
sibordinates. It is a natural consequence of
change; some time mnst elapse before the
new Commissioners can beeome  acquainted
with their own duties or those of the subordi
nates and the wants of the schouls. < Whea
the organization of the schools is harmonious
and the system of instruction well detined ind
perfected, these changes, though dictated by
political conéiderations, are not so muschisvou
in effeet; but it is well known that with m
the publie schools are far from being  peried
in system or organization ; aud unless the new
Commissioners appomted in New-York, s
shortly to be named in Brooklyn, are guided
by unusual wisdom or readily learn of mon
cxpericnced men the damage to the publi
schools will be greater than will be resdily
apparent,  There are some glaring  incop-
sistencies in our school manogement, which a8
experienced ex-Commissioner poinfs out i
other columns; and there are several othen
which we wish to emphasize here.

1t ought to he understood tirst of all that
the publie sclinols of every great city are for
the children of the poor, not the wealthy
Naturally thoss who are able will scnd their
children to select schools and the lngher cob
leges and aeademies which abound in such
profusion and are generally of such s high
character. In the next place, the vast major
ity of those to be educated are poor childrey,
to all of whom, with rarest exceptions, an
presented prospects of long and hanl strag-
gles in life. For these reasons the enrriculam
in every public school should be hrief in the
course and practical in the selection of studies
The hours of study are so long that in theg-
sands of instanees children, compelled by pov-
erty to aid in the maintenance of the families
to which they belong, are unuble to attend the
schools. In this enty the studies are too many
and the hours too long for even thoso of
ample leisure; but we are eonsidering the
practieal objections suggested by the fact
that the mujority of the children are
unable, from their necessities, to pursie long
and complete courses in all the branches, 4
good education in a fow of the branches of
most practical value and of most frequent ap-
plication in daily life is better calenlated for
the majority of public school attendants thas
4 thorough course in the higher branches
In short, our publie selipols are designed and
shiould be conducted (as they are not) with
view to prepare children for lives of labot
and business, not to fit youths for profes
sional careers.

In almost every ease the selection of Trus
tees and the appointment of Commissioners of
Education in every great eity, and eortatnly
in New-York and Brooklyn, are dictated by
political or personal considerations, and in
almost every instance the appointees are with-
out direet mterest in the schools, and have
no special qualifications for teaching. Yel
these are the oflicials who decide upon the
discipling, the snborvdinate direction of
schools, and fix the course of study. The lasé
is the greatest of absurditics, The (lom-
missioners soleet a Committee on Books, of
Studics  (calling it by various pamed
in varions cities), whose duty it is to sy what
the children of each department from Primary
to High School and Normal College shall study.
This duty they never think of delegating b
they should, to teachers of experience ; their
dignity and vanify forbid them o doubt their
entire ability to decide what ehildren of
ages should study, It is in this way that use-
loss studies have erept into the eurriculom
the public sclools of New-York, and
children, or rather infants of Primary depart-
menta are puzzling their brains, and perhape
dwarfing their intellects, over intelleetual prob-
toms which wonld confound children of &
larger growth., Mere is where one great reform
is needed ; and if the new Board of Education
enough to
a Commission of experienced teachers of both
gexes to discuss and decide upon gimpler an
shorter and more practical conrses of study for
all departments of our schools, they will display
u wisdom which will justify their appointment-
“And last (for the present), but not least lek
reforms in s8¢
matters, and begin by teaching the teachers.
The scholar passes out of the school after &
fow years; the tutor is a life-fixture of the
pormanent institution (or should be). The
training of the pupil cannot be correct if thab
of the teacher is imperfoct. Wo have too many
sehools already, the teachers of which have been

picked out of the stroets wuch s common labor-
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